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IN HONOR OF ETHEL PESIN 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 6, 2005 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Ethel Pesin for her years of dedi-
cated public service and commitment to im-
proving the community. Ethel Pesin will be 
honored at her 90th birthday celebration in 
Jersey City, New Jersey. 

Mrs. Pesin’s involvement in a variety of civic 
and community endeavors throughout the 
years has earned her great respect and ap-
preciation. Her willingness to volunteer her 
time helping those in need and her genuine 
concern for the improvement and preservation 
of local landmarks has made a significant im-
pact on Jersey City and the surrounding area. 
Working with the Hudson County Citizens 
Committee, Mrs. Pesin was instrumental in 
helping to save the Boulevard and the Hudson 
County Courthouse from being demolished. 
Some of her past volunteer efforts include par-
ticipating in ‘‘Meals on Wheels’’ and offering 
piano performances at the Academy House, a 
center for the mentally ill. 

Throughout the years, Mrs. Pesin’s greatest 
passion has been devoted to the establish-
ment and conservation of Liberty State Park 
(LSP). As a founding board of trustees mem-
ber of the Friends of LSP, she has worked 
tirelessly to oppose commercialization and 
maintain and improve the beautification of the 
urban waterfront. In the past, she served on 
the LSP Public Advisory Commission and is 
currently a member of the LSP Interdiscipli-
nary Planning Committee. 

The daughter of Latvian immigrants, Mrs. 
Pesin was raised in Jersey City. She grad-
uated from Syracuse University in 1935 with a 
degree in music and taught at Snyder Junior 
High School and Lincoln High School before 
teaching private lessons for seven years. She 
later served one term as president of the Jer-
sey City State College Community Orchestra. 
Many in Jersey City also know Mrs. Pesin 
from the popular clothing store she and her 
husband, Morris, owned for 28 years. Mrs. 
Pesin and her husband were married for 54 
years and she is the proud mother of two chil-
dren, Sam and Judy. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Ethel Pesin for her unwavering com-
mitment to improving the natural and historic 
beauty of her city and her dedication to help-
ing those in need throughout the community. 
Mrs. Pesin’s warmth, compassion, love for 
family and friends, and enthusiasm for life has 
touched all who know her. 

HONORING WILLIAM STAPKA 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 6, 2005 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
extend my warmest congratulations to Mr. Wil-
liam Stapka of Chicago on the occasion of his 
75 birthday. 

Mr. Stapka has been an outstanding resi-
dent of the Norwood Park community for the 
past 45 years. Working at O’Hare for the City 
of Chicago’s Aviation Department as well as in 
the precincts of Chicago, Mr. Stapka has been 
an ever present fixture of our community. His 
contributions to public service deserve our rec-
ognition and gratitude. 

Born in Poland, Mr. Stapka understands the 
struggles facing immigrants in America. Like 
those who achieved success through hard 
work and a determined spirit, Mr. Stapka pro-
vided a pleasant and prosperous life for his 
family. After 33 years of working for the City 
of Chicago, Mr. Stapka retired as a chief oper-
ating engineer at O’Hare Airport. 

Throughout his life, Mr. Stapka has dem-
onstrated his firm commitment to public serv-
ice, particularly through his contributions to 
Chicago’s political system since 1960. He is 
an active member of Committeeman Tom 
Lyons and Alderman Pat Levar’s 45th Ward 
Democratic Organization. He served as cam-
paign treasurer for the beloved late Congress-
man Roman Pucinski, in his races for both the 
Chicago City Council and the U.S. House of 
Representatives. His loyalty to the Pucinski 
family continues to this day through his serv-
ice as treasurer for Judge Aurelia Pucinski. 

Taking an active role in all aspects of his 
life, Mr. Stapka is also a member of the Im-
maculate Conception Church and serves as a 
member of the Holy Name Society within this 
parish. Still young at heart, Mr. Stapka also 
volunteers as a referee for local men’s college 
soccer teams. 

Along with his late wife, Marcela, he raised 
three children: Susan, Andrew and Tom. Mr. 
Stapka is now the proud grandfather of three 
wonderful grandchildren: Nicole, Rebecca, and 
Randy. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in honor of the 
75th birthday of William Stapka. He is a man 
who has stood tall in the face of great chal-
lenges and difficulties, built an impeccable 
reputation, and after 75 years, he still main-
tains a youthful spirit. On behalf of the people 
of the northwest side of Chicago, I thank Mr. 
Stapka for all he has given to those around 
him, and wish him continued happiness in the 
future. 

REMEMBERING SHIRLEY CHIS-
HOLM (1924–2005), MEMBER OF 
CONGRESS 1968–1982 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 6, 2005 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, this week, 
America mourns the lost of a steadfast her-
oine. The first African American woman elect-
ed to Congress and the first person of color to 
run for president of the United States, Shirley 
Chisholm broke barriers and set standards. 
She represented the people of Brooklyn, New 
York but she carried with her the hopes and 
highest ideals of our entire nation. 

As a former educator, Shirley Chisholm 
fought relentlessly in Congress to improve 
public education, particularly early childhood 
education. As one of the founders of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus and the National Or-
ganization for Women, she hired an all-women 
staff during her first term in Congress. She 
was indeed resolute in her fight for equality, 
women’s rights and civil rights. 

Ms. Chisholm was known and respected 
across the political spectrum for her uncom-
promising integrity. She was unflinching in the 
face of great odds and unfailing in her willing-
ness to fight for what she believed was right. 
In her words, she was ‘unbought and 
unbossed.’ 

In 1972, Shirley Chisholm made history by 
declaring her bid for president. Although she 
did not win the Democratic nomination, she 
broke barriers for African Americans and 
women, thus helping to open the door of op-
portunity for those who followed her. She is a 
woman of great courage and a strong role 
model for young women around the world. 

A trailblazer and triumphant spirit, Shirley 
Chisholm was truly a woman of the people. 
Her legacy will always be remembered. 

f 

FREEDOM FOR DIOSDADO 
GONZÁLEZ MARRERO 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 6, 2005 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to speak about Diosdado 
González Marrero, a political prisoner in totali-
tarian Cuba. 

Mr. González Marrero is a pro-democracy 
activist who is striving to create a Cuban soci-
ety that recognizes human rights, freedom, 
and democracy. He has been a peaceful sup-
porter in the cause of bringing liberty to an is-
land shackled by a tyrant’s brutal machinery of 
repression. Unfortunately, the dictator force-
fully represses those who bravely support 
freedom instead of the despotic regime. 

In 1999, Mr. González Marrero was locked 
in the totalitarian gulag for six months during 
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